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The Indifference of the Miller of Hofbrau
BY ANTHONY HOPE

There la a swift little river running
by the village of Hofbrau and on the
river Is a mill kept In the days of
SIng Rudolf the Third by a sturdy
Bellow wholivedthere all alone The
King knew him having alighted at his
house fqr a draught of beer as he rode

it was df him the king
spoke when he said to the queen

There Is I believe but one man In
the country whom Osra could not

ahd that is the miller of HotJjrau jBUt he addressed the
33ueon IfiVas ljIs staterat Whom he
iiimed the speech The princess

was s t ing by and when she
heard the jhe said

In truth f uo not desire to move any

might lit XBum added
you coifvt fitu loathe love of

youwslfaJI VIMVU tile finest bracelet-
In Streslau

There is n itt sire so remote
from my thoughi of desire as to con-
vert your miner said Osra scorn-
fully

And In tHfiir e moment she
spoke but being left alone
rOr some Castle or Zenda
which Is few miles distant from
Hofbrau she found time hanging very
Iieavily oilJjje5rft nag indeed she did
rot kttQY 3p tt to do with herself for

reason and
none other atall she ordered
her horse and rorte off with a single
groom into tho forest Coming as the
morning went on to a wide road she

the groom where it led to To
Tlofbrau madam he answered It is
rot more than a mile further on
tjsra waited for a then

said I will ride on and see the
village for I haXe been told that it ispretty Walt here till I return And
she rode on smiling a little and with
n delicate tint of color in her cheeks

Before tong she saw the river and
the mill on the river and coming to
the mill she saw the
before his door smoking a long pipe
and she called out to him asking himto sell her a glass of milk

You can have it for the asking
said the miller He was a good IpOk
ing fair fellow and wore a scarletcap There is pail of It just Insidethe door behind me Yet he did notrise but lay lolling luxuriously
in the sun For he did riot know Osranever having eon to Streslau in hislife and to Zenda three or four timesonly and that hen the Princess wasnot there this asmust be is not to the purpose
he had sworn never again to go so farafield

Being answered in this manner andat the samotime desiring the milk thePrincess bird no clioice but to dismount Ths she did and passed by
the miller pausing a moment to lookat him with bright curious eyes thatflashed from under the brim of herwide rimmed feathered hat but themiller blinked lazily up at the sun andfcok no heed of her

Osra paSsed on found the pallpoured up a cup of milk and drank itThen refilling the cup shoo carried Itto the miller
Will you not have some said shewith a smile-
I was too thomiller and he held out is hari butdid not otherwise change his positionOsras brow was puckered and herheck flushed as she knelt down hold

iff the cup of milk so that the millerould reach it He took and drained
I gave it back to her and put his pipein his mouth again Osra sat down byhim and watched him He puffed andblinked away never so much as looking at her

What have you for dinner askedpresently
A piece of cold pie said heThores enough for two if youre hun

gryWould you not like it better hotOh ai but I cannot weary myselfwith heating It
I will heat it said tho princess

and rising she went into the house andmade UP the fire which was almostburnt out then she heated the pie andset the room In order and laid thetable and drew a large jug of beer fromthe cask Next she placed the armhair ready for the miller and put thejug by it she filled a pipe fromthe bowl of tobacco and set a cushionIn the chair And all this while shehummed a tune and from time to timesmiled gayly Lastly she arranged ahair by the elbow of the millers chairthen she went out and told him thathis dinner was ready and he stumbledto his feet with a sigh of laziness andwalked before her Into the houseMay I como cried she
Ay there Is enough for two saidthe miller of Hofbrau without looking

round
So she followed him In He sank Intothe armchair and sat there for a mo

aieht surveying the room which was
Jo neat and the table so daintily laid
And tho pie so steaming hot And heSighed saying

It was like this before poor mother
and he fell to on a great per

tion of pie with which Osra had piled
his plate

When he had finished eating whichthing did not happen for some time
she held the jug while he took a long
tongs and held It while he lit his pipe
from it then she sat down by him For
several moments he puffed and then atJast he turned his head and looked at
Princess Osra and she tlropned herJong lashes and cast down her eyes andnext she lifted her eyos and glanced
for an instant at the miller and finally
she dropped her eye again and mur-
mured shyly Wnafc Is it sir Why
lo you look at me

You seem to bo a handy wench ob-
served tho miller The pie was steam-
ing hot and yet was not burnt the
beer was well frothed but not shaken
nor thickened and the pipe draws well
Where does your fathordwell

He is dead sire sa1d the Princess
Osra very den rely

And your mother pursued the mil
ler

She also is dead
There Is In that said

the miller thoughtfully and Osra
turned away her head to hitie her

t smile
i Are you not very lonely living hero

all by yourself she asked a moment
ator
Indeed I have to do everything for

myself said the miller sadly
And there Is nobody care for

rou
No norto look after my comfort

said the miller Save you any kin
dredI have two brothers sir but they
are married now and haye no need of
meThe miller laid down his and
setting his the table faced
Princess Osra

Hm said he Aftd is It likely you
will ride agaln A
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I may chance to do so said Oars
and now there was a gleam of malicious
triumph in her eyes and she was think-
ing already how the bracelet would look
on her arm

Ah said the miller and after apause he added If yqu do come halfan hour before dinner and you can
lend a hand In making it ready Where
did you get those flue do tries

My mistress gave them to me an-
swcred Osra She has cast thorn off

And that horse you rode
It Ismy masters I have it to ride

when I do my mistress erranas
And will your master and mistress-

do anything for you if you leave their
service

I have been promised a present It

¬

j

j

I
I

The Princess Had No Choice but to Dismount
=

said Osra and she paused in ap
parent confusion

Ay said the miller nodding saga
ciously and he rose slowly from the
armchai Will you be in this way
again In a week or so he asked

I think it is very likely answered
Princess Osra

Then look in said the miller
about half an hour before dinner

And he nodded his head again very
significantly and turning away
went to his work as a man goes who
would far rather sit still in the sun
But just as he reached the door the
turned his head and asked Are you
sturd-yI am strong enough I think said
sheA sack of flour Is a heavy thing for
a man to lift by himself remarked
the miller and with that he passed
through the door and left her alone

Then she cleared the table put the
what little was the lar

der set the room in order refilled the
pipe stood the Jug handy by the cask
and with a look of great satisfaction-
on her face tripped out to where her
horse was mounted and rode away

The next the interval had
seemed long to her and no less long
to the miller of came
again and so the week after and In
the week following that she came
twice and on the second of these two
days after dinner the miller did not
go off to his sacks but he followed her
out of the house pipe In hand when
she went to mount her horse and as
she was about to mount he said

Indeed you are a handy wench
You say much of my hands but

nothing of my face remarked Prin
cess Osra

Of your face repeated the miller-
In some surprise What should I say
of your face

Well is it not a comely face
asked Osra turning toward him that
he might be able better to answer her
question

The miller regarded her for some
minutes then a slow smile spread on
his lips

Oh ay It Is well enough said he
Then he laid a floury finger on her arm
and he continued If you come next
week why it Is but half a mile to
church Ill have the cart readyand-
bid the priest be there What is your
name For he had not hitherto asked
Osras name

Rosa Schwartz said she and her
face was all alight with triumph and
amusement

Yes be very comfortable i

said the miller We will
be at the church an hour before noon

that there may be time afterward for
the preparation of dinner

That will be on Thursday In next
week asked Osra

Ay on Thursday said the miller
and he turned on his heel But In a
minute he turned again saying Give
me a kiss then since we are to
man and wife and he came slowly

her holding his arms open
Nay the kiss will wait till Thurs

day Maybe there will be less flour on
your face then And with a laugh she
dived under hand and
made her escape And the day being
warm the miller did not put himself
out by pursuing her but s ood where
he was with a comfortable smile
on his lips and so he watched her ride
away

Now as she rode the princess was
much occupied in thinking mil-
ler of Btofbrau Elated and triumph
ant as she was at havlhg from him a
promise of marriage she was yet
somewhat vexed that he had not
shown a more passionate affedtlbn and
this clouded her brow for an
hour But then her facO cleared

Still waters run deep said she to her
self He Is not like court gallants
who have learned to make Jove as soon
as they learn to walk and cannot talk
to a woman withbtit bowing and grim
acing and sighing afevery word The
miller has a deep nature and surely I
have won his heart or he would not
take me for his wife Poor miller Ipray that he nay not grieve very bit-
terly when I make truth known to
him And then at the thought of the
grief or the miller her face was again
clouded was cleared when she
considered the great triumph that
she had won and how she would en
joy Si victory over the king and would
have the finest bracelet In all Streslau-
as a gift from him Thus she arrived
at the castle in the height of merri-
ment and exultation-

It chanced that the king also came
tdZenda that night to spend a week
hunting the boar in the forest and
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when Osra all blushing and laughing
told him of her success with the miller
of Hofbrau he was greatly amused
and swore that no suoh girl ever lived
and applauded renewing his prom-
ise of the bracelet and he declared
that he would himself ride with her to
Hofbrau on the wedding day and see
how the poor miller bore his disap-
pointment

Indeed I do not see how you are
going to excuse yourself to him he
laughed-

A purse of 500 crowns must do that
office for me said she

What will crowns patch a broken
heart

heart must heal itself-
as mens broken hearts do brother

In truth sister I have known them

her

His brpken

¬

¬

cure themselves Let us hope It may
be so with the m3er of Hofbrau-

At the worst I have revenged thewrengs of women on him It is unen-
durable that any man should

be ho king or miller-
It Is Indeed very proper that he

should suffer great pangs agreed the
in spite of his plaster of crowns

I shall love to see the stolid fellow
sighing and moaning like a lovesick
courtier

So they agreed to ride together to
the millers at Hofbrau on the day
appointed for the wedding and both
of them waited with impatience for it
But with the bad luck that pursues
mortals even though they be princes
in this poor world Jt happened thatearly in the morning of the Thursday

u
scorn-

s

¬

a great officer came riding posthaste
from Streslau to take the kings com-
mands on high matters of state andalthough Rudolf was sorely put out oftemper by this untoward interruption-yet he no alternative but to transact the business before he rode to the
millers at Hofbrau So he sat flatting
and fuming while long papers were
read to him and the princess walked-up and down the length of the draw-
bridge fretting also for before theking could escape from his affairs the
hcur the wedding was already come
and doubtless the miller of Hofbrau
was waiting with the priest in the
church And indeed it was 1
or more before Osra and the king set
out from Zenda and they had then a
ride of an hour and a all this
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when Osra should have been at the
millers at 11 oclock

Poor man ho will be half mad with
waiting and with anxiety for me
cried Osra I must give him another
hundred crowns on account of It And
she added after a pause I pray hemay not take it too much to heart Ru
dolfWe must try to prevent him doing
any mischief in despair smiled the
king

Indeed it is a serious matter
pouted the princess who thought thekings smile out of place-

It was not so when you began it
said her brother and Osra was silent
Then about 230 they came in sight of
the mill Now Vie king dismountd
while they were still sevoral hundred

¬

yards away and tied his horse to a
tree in a clump by the wayside and
when they came near to the he
made a circuit and approached from
the side and creeping along the house
hid himself behind a large waterbutt
which stood just under the window and
from that spot he could hear whatpassed inside the house although he
could not see But Osra rode up to thefront of the mill as she had been ac
customed to do and getting down from
her horse to the door The
millers cart stood In the ynrd of the
mill but the horse was not in
shafts and neither the miller nor any
body else was to be seen about and
tho door of the hove was shut

He must be watting at the church
said She But I will look in arid makesure Indeed I feel half afraid to
meet him And her heart was boating
rapidly and her face was rather paleas she walked up to the door for she
feared what the miller might do in thepassion of his disappointment on learning who she was and that she couldnot be his wife I hope the 600
crowns will comfort him she said as
she laid her hand on the latch of thedoor and she sighed her heart being
heavy for the miller and maybe a lit-
tle heavy also for the guilt that lay
on her conscience for having deceived
himNow when she lifted the latch and
opened the door the sight that met hereyes was this The table was strewn
with the remains of a brave dinner
two burntout pipes lay beside the
plates A smaller table was in front
of the fire on it stood a very large
jug entirely empty but bearing signs-
of having been full snot so long ago
and on either side of it each in an
armchair sat the priest of the village
and the miller of Hofbrau and both
of them were sleeping very contentedly-
and snoring somewhat as they slept
The princess smitten by remorse at
this spectacle said softly

Poor fellow he grew weary of waiting and hungry and was compelled to
take his dinner and like the kind man
he s he has entertained the priest and
kept him here so that no time should
be lost when I arrived Indeed I am
afraid the poor man loves me very
much Well miller or lord or prince
they are all the same Heighho Why
did I deceive him And she walked-
up to the millers chair arid leant over
the back of it and lightly touched his
red cap with her fingers and he put
up his hand and brushed with it as
though he brushed away a fly but gave
no other sign of waking

Then the king called softly from be-
hind the waterbutt under the win
dowIs he there Osra Is he there

The poor man has fallen asleep In
weariness she answered But the
priest Is here ready to marry us Oh
Rudolf I am so sorry for what I have
done

At tills moment the miller of Hofbrau
sat up in his chair and gave a great
sneeze and by this sound the priest
also was awakened Osra came for
ward and stood between them The
miller looked at her and then he looked
across to the priest and said

It Is she father She has come
The priest rubbed his hands together

and smiled uncomfortably-
We waited two hours said he

glancing at the clock See it Is 3
oclock now-

I am sprry you waited so long
said Osra but I could not come be-
fore now that I am come
I cannot
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You should have been here at 11
said the miller I went to church at 11
and the priest was there and my cou
sin Hans to act as my groom and my
cousin Gertrudeto be your maid And
there we waited hard on two hours
and you did not come-

I am very sorry pleaded Princess
OsraAnd now that you are come pur
sued the miller scratching his head
again I do not know what we are to
doAt this the Princess Osra thinking
that an opportunity had come tookpurse of 600 crowns from under her
cloak and laid it on the table

What is this said the miller for
the first time showing some eagerness

They are for you said Osra and
she watched him while he unfastened-
the purse Then he poured the
out on the table and counted them one
by one till he had told all the six hun
dred Then he raised his hands above
his head let them fall again sighed
slightly and looked across at the
priest-

I warned you not to be In such a
hurry friend miller remarked the
priest

I waited two hours said the miller
plaintively and you know that she is
a handy wench and very fond of me
And he began to gather up the crowns
and return them to the purse

I trust I am a handy wench said
Osra smiling yet still very nervous
and indeed I have a great regard

for the miller butNay he does not mean you inter
rupted the priest

Six hundred sighed the miller
and Gertrude has but two hundred

Still she Is a handy wench and very
sturdy I doubt if you could lift a
sack by yourself as she can and he
looked doubtfully at Osras slender fig
ure

I do not know why you talk of
Gertrude said the princess petulant-
ly What Is Gertrude to me

I waited two hours said the mil-
ler And Gertrude urged me saying
that you would not come and that she
would look after me better than you
being one of the family And she said
that It was hard that silo should have
no husband while her own cousin mar-
ried a stranger And since it was all
the same to me provided I got a handy
and sturdy wench

What cried the Princess Osra
It being pursued the miller of Hot

brau all the same to me so that I
got what I wanted why when you did
not come

He married his cousin said the
priest-

A sudden loud burst of laughter
came from the window All three turned
round but the king ducked his head
and crouched again behind the water
butt before they saw him

Who was that cried the priest-
A lad that came to hold my horse

answered Osra hastily and then she
turned fiercely on the miller

And that she said was all you
wanted I thought you loved

T liked you very well said the
miller You are a handy A
stamp of her foot drowned the rest

And this she pretty
demanded Osra

Gertrude is well enough said the
miller But she has only 260 crowns

put the purse now
on the table with a resigned sigh

And you shall have no more cried
Osra snatching up her purse In greatrage And you and Gertrude may

What of Gertrude came at this
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moment from the door of the room
where the sacks were The princess
turned around and saw in the doorway
a short and very broad girl with a
wide face and straggling hair Thegirls nose was very flat and eyes
were small but her great mouth smiled
goodnaturedly and as the princess
looked she let slip to the ground a sack
of flour that she had been carrying on
her sturdy back

Ay Gertrude Is well enough said
the miller looking at her contentedly-

She is very strong and willing
There was a crashupon the floor and

the 600 crowns rolled out of the purse
and scattered hither and thither all
over the floor

Ah you are the other girl said
Gertrude with much amusement And
that was your dowry It is large Iam glad you did not In time
But see Ill pick It up for you Nay
dont take on I dare say youll find
another husband

Ay youll find another husband
nodded the priest encouragingly-

Ay youll find another husband as
sented the miller placidly And just
as one girl is pretty nearly as good as
another if she is handy and sturdy
so one husband is as good as another-
if he can keep a house over you

Princess Osra said nothing But Ger
trude having picked up the crowns
came to her with a full apron and said

Hold up your lap and Ill pour them
in Theyll get you a good husband

Then Princess Osra suddenly bent
and kissed Gertrude cheek and she
said gently

I hope you have got a good husband
my dear but let him do some work
for himself And keep the 60S crowns
as a present from me for he will value
you more with 800 than with 280

Then she turned to the miller and
she bit her lip and dashed her hand
once across her eyes and said

And you miller the sensi
ble man I have found In all the king-
dom Therefore good luck and a jsrood
wife to And she gave a littl
short laugh and turned and walked out
of the cottage leaving them all spell-
bound in wonder

One day King Rudolf rode again t
the miller of Hofbrau and having set
for the priest told the three enough of
the truth sayinng that the affair was
the outcome of a est at court aid h
made each of them a handsome pres-
ent and vowed them to secrecy by their
fealty and attachment to his person
and his honor

Then we are but quits and all
well said the miller Gertrude the
jug my laas

And so indeed it seemed to tic-
king that they were but quite and Vm

said so to the Princess Osra But ho
declared that she had so far prevailed
with the miller as to make him desir
marriage as a wholesome arid useful
thing in itself although had riot
persuaded him that it was of great mo
ment whom a man married Therefore-
he was anxious to give her the brace-
let which he had promised and more
than once prayed her to accept it But
Osra saw the laugh that lurked In
the kings eye and would not consent-
to have the bracelet and for a long
time she did not love to speak of the
miller of Hofbrau Yet once when the
king on some occasion cried out very
Impatiently that all were fools
she said

Sire you forget the miller of Hof
brau And she blushed and laughed
and turned her eyes away
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sS We want a new original a fine special brew that has been
r aging in our cellars for several months We havent been able to hit

upon a name that is as appropriate as this beer is satisfying so we offer
50000 la Gold to the one who does think of the right name
You may have an a thought that will place this 50000

in your pocket
You Have Only A Few More Days In Which To Get In Your Suggestions So

Get Busy And Put Down Your Best Thoughts Contest Closes May 21 1906
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We are not imitating other
brewers in the making of

our beer and we do not want to imitate them in naming it
Most beers are called Bavarian Pilsener Weiner

Bohemian Muenchner and so on to indicate the foreign
beers they are made to imitate We want a name different

these because our beer is different It contains the
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qualities of all these foreign beers with none of their
disadvantages such as heaviness and a sticky consistency-
We have carefully studied the taste of the public during-
all the fifty years we have been brewing beer and now
offer a brew that will please the one that
merely pleases us

Understand that this is a pale smooth high grade

consumersnot
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beer made of selected Bohemian hops imported expressly
for this brew the best barley the world from
the Northwest the choicest rice that India produces and pure
sparkling artesian water from our own spring

Contestants may
suggest as many

names as they desire The name must be short easy to
pronounce and suggestive No names ending in will
be considered The name must be one that we can register-
so no proper names will do and no dictionary names except as
descriptive of a certain quality of our beer such as Velvet-
or Silk to indicate smoothness Suggestions received
after May 21st 1906 will not be

Open to Every Man Woman and Child
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